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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STAPELEY & DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON 4 JULY 2013 AT BROAD LANE METHODIST CHAPEL,  

AUDLEM ROAD, NANTWICH  
 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor S Gwinn-Freemantle  Chairman  
 
   Councillor S Clough  Councillor M Docker 
   Councillor J Davenport  Councillor M Malbon 
   Councillor P Groves  (from Minute No 81) 
 
APOLOGIES:  Councillors J Hillman, K Nord, R Samra and D Willetts 
 
 
 
63 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 Members were invited to make any declarations of interest.  No declarations were made.  
 
64 MINUTES  

 

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting held on 6 June 2013, and the extra-ordinary 
meeting held on 13 June 2013, be approved as correct records.  
 

65 MATTERS ARISING 
 

Public Inquiry – Muller Homes (Minute Nos. 41 and 60 – Meetings 6 June and 13 June 
 respectively) 

 
The report in respect of the Planning Appeal had been submitted to the Planning 
Inspectorate before the deadline time/date of 4.00 pm on 20 June 2013. The Planning 
Inspectorate confirmed receipt of the report and, at the same time, had advised that although 
notification of the appeal (by the Borough Council) had been 9 days after the start date, there 
still remained the 4-week statutory period in which to submit representations.  
 

Councillor Davenport outlined the proceedings at the Strategic Planning Board meeting held 
on 19 June 2013, at which time he had spoken on behalf of the Parish Council (against 
application No. 12/3746N - Highway access off Peter de Stapleigh Way). The Board had 
RESOLVED “That the Board would be minded to refuse the application as the proposed 
development was unsustainable because it would result in a loss of habitat for protected 
species and part of an area allocated for tree planning, landscaping and subsequent 
management contrary to policies NE9 (Protected Species) and NE10 (New Woodland 
Planting and Landscaping) of the Borough of Crewe and Nantwich Replacement Local Plan 
2011 and paragraph 118 of the National Planning Policy Framework.” This was contrary to 
the Planning Officer’s recommendation.  
 

66 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (10 MINUTES) 

 

In accordance with the Parish Council’s Standing Order No.1, members of the public were 
able to submit a question, either in writing prior to the meeting, or orally at the meeting, or to 
make a statement.  
 

There were two members of the public in attendance. They asked questions/made a 
statement in respect of the following matters: 
 

 Vandalism and anti-social behaviour in the vicinity of the Community Hall. 

 The date of the Parish Council’s proposed meeting with Planning Officers in respect of 
the Public Inquiry (Muller Homes applications). 

 
66 CHESHIRE EAST BOROUGH COUNCILLORS 
 

Neither Borough Councillor A Martin nor P Groves were in attendance at this point in the 
proceedings.  
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68 COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the following Committees were received.  
 

 Community Hall Appointments Committee – 19 June 2013 
 

Members noted that the Committee had decided not to pursue the appointment of a Manager 
for the hall at this time.  

 

 Communications Committee - 28 May and 19 June 2013 
 

Members noted from Minutes of the Meeting held on 19 June 2013 that, in view of the 
uncertainty associated with the future of the community hall, the Committee had agreed that 
the next edition of the newsletter be postponed until later in the year.  

 

 Minutes of Stapeley Community Hall Management Committee 
 

 It was noted that the Minutes of the Stapeley Community Hall Management Committee 
meeting held on 20 May 2013 were not yet available.  Although there was a recommendation 
later on the agenda for the Committee to be de-commissioned, the Minutes were required to 
be published to show that the Committee had held a valid meeting and made decisions in 
accordance with the law.  

 
69 REPORT OF MEMBERS APPOINTED TO OUTSIDE BODIES 

 

Members appointed to outside bodies were invited to report on any recent meetings.  
 

 Parish Plan Implementation Group (Stapeley Parish Action Group – SPAG) 
 

The minutes of the SPAG meeting held on 10 June 2013 were submitted.  The minutes made 
reference to seeking further information about Talbot Way. The Clerk was asked to make 
enquiries about the nature of the information required.  

 
70 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

 70.1 Authorisation of Payments 
 

 RESOLVED: That the following payments be authorised: 
 

 £105.40 HM Revenue and Customs – Tax on Clerk’s salary 
 £671.92 Gilks (Nantwich) Ltd – external lighting – community hall 
 £148.80 JDH Business Services – audit of accounts 2012-2013 
 £ 1,839.99   Andrew Shepherd – website hosting with effect from 29 June 2013 
   to 28 June 2015. 
  
 70.2 Internal Audit Report 
 

 The Internal Auditor’s report was received. The only issue for action related to concessionary 
rates offered to some users of the community hall by volunteers who were not authorised to 
act on behalf of the Parish Council. He stated that the fees approved by the Council for 
customers of the community hall should be applied to all hall hire invoices.  If discounts were 
to be offered, for example, for block bookings, the discounts must be those approved by 
Council in the schedule of fees.  

 

70.3 Indicative Receipts and Payments Statement for the Period to 30 June 2013 
 

A Receipts and Payments statement was submitted. This was indicative of the position at 30 
June 2013, but was based on bank statements to 20 June 2013.  
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70.4 Community Hall Accounts 
 

The Parish Council received a statement showing the financial position in respect of the 
Community Hall, since 1 January 2013. As there was no separate account for the community 
hall, there was no bank reconciliation.  
 
Spend to date:  £6,524.86 
Income to date:   £3,401.27 
Deficit:    £3,123.59 
 

71 PLANNING    
 

 The Parish Council was invited to submit observations on the following planning application.  
 

 13/2377N – 15 Naylor Crescent, Stapeley – Two-Storey Side and Single-Storey 
         Extension  
  

 RESOLVED: That no comments be made on planning application No. 13/2377N. 
 
72 LAND AT TALBOT WAY 
 

  Councillor Hillman, who was currently on maternity leave, had sent a report via e-mail.  It was 
noted that there were no matters to report. 

 
73 SPEED WATCH SCHEME  
 

Councillor Docker reported on downloading the data associated with the mobile vehicle-speed 
display units.  

 
74 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 The following items of correspondence had been received since the last meeting. 
 

Cheshire East Council 
o CLASP Summer Newsletter 
o Nantwich LAP Highways Meeting – 22 May 2013 
o New funding streams announced 
o Gypsies and travellers – allocation of sites 

 
Cheshire Association of Local Councils 

o Minutes of the Meeting held on 7 March 2013. 
o Councillor 4 training workshop 16 July 2013 – Sandbach (evening) 
o Rural Transport Group Minutes – 25 April 2013  
o Rural parishes soiree – 3 July 2013  

 
Other 

o Cheshire Community Action – various information  
 

75 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 

There were no members of the public in attendance at this point in the proceedings.  
 
76 UPDATE ON OUTSTANDING MATTERS 
 

 Quotation for Fencing at Talbot Way 
 

Additional quotations had yet to be invited.  
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 Quotations for new cleaning contract at Community Hall 
 

In view of the increased level of usage at the hall, quotations were being sought as the current 
contractor had indicated that he would not have the capacity for dealing with the additional 
work.  However, he had recently confirmed that he was able to continue for the time being.  
Quotations would be sought, if required, when the Parish Council had made a decision about 
future use of the hall.  

 
77 SHARED ITEMS 
 

 Parish Councillors were invited to share information or request the inclusion of items on the 
agenda for the next meeting.   

 

 There were no shared items.  
 
78 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

1 August 2013 
 
79 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 RESOLVED: That in accordance with Paragraph 1 (2) of The Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration 
of the following items owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted and the 
public interest would not be served in disclosing that information.  

 
80  CLERK’S OVERTIME – APRIL – JUNE 2013 
  

The Parish Council was asked to approve the Clerk’s overtime request for the period April-
June 2013, all of which related to community hall activities.  
 
RESOLVED: That the following payments be approved: 
 

£301.57    Mrs C M Jones   overtime 1 April – 30 June 2013, as detailed on the  
schedule submitted 

£75.39     HM Revenue & Customs tax on the Clerk’s salary for the three months  
1 April –  30 June 2013 
 

81 COMMUNITY HALL  
 

 81.1 Community Hall Committee     
 

Members had been informed on previous occasions of problems associated with opening and 
closing the hall at weekends for events which were mainly children’s parties.  The number of 
volunteers had reduced from twelve (in December 2012) to three (June 2013) and as all 
worked full-time and had family commitments at weekends, they were unavailable at key times 
for opening and closing the hall. In view of this, the Parish Council was invited to de-
commission the Community Hall Committee and to suspend casual bookings for the time 
being, until other arrangements could be put in place. The consequences of this were noted. 
 

 No casual bookings could be taken, unless there were parish 
councillors who were willing to be included on a weekend rota for opening 
and closing the hall.  

 Regular users would continue to have access, but they would need 
to be notified that payments should be sent direct to the Clerk. 
 

RESOLVED: (a) That, in the interim, the Community Hall Management Committee be de-
commissioned with immediate effect; 
 

(b)That casual bookings be suspended with immediate effect; 
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(c) That events booked up to November 2013, be honoured;  
 

(d) That parish councillors be included on a rota to ensure that the hall is made available on 
each occasion for the bookings referred to in (c) above; and  
 

(e) That the volunteers be informed of the Parish Council’s decision to de-commission the 
Committee and be thanked for their enthusiasm and commitment over the last few months. 

 

81.2  Long-term Use of the Hall 
 

Following the meeting with the Legal Adviser held earlier in the evening, Members were 
invited to consider (a) the long-term use of the hall and (b) the matter of arrears owed by one 
of the regular users.  
 

An Issues and Options paper was submitted for consideration.  
 
RESOLVED: (a) That the Parish Council pursue the arrears owed by the regular user referred 
to in the Issues and Options paper; and  
 

(b) That no decision be taken in respect of the longer-term use of the hall, at present. This 
would need to wait until Cheshire East Council reported on its review of the lease.  
 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

……………………………………………………….Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm and concluded at 10.15 pm  
  

 


